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lo Prior to mid-April 1952, the formsr Hachrichten Kaserne, formerly also 
designated Ludendorff Kaserne, on the western perimeter of Oppeln (P 5l/ 

J 17 ) f oil the north side of the railroad line to Brieg (P $l/U 89 ), was 
occupied to capacity by a Polish tank unit which had arrived in late 1950<> 

A Polish lieutenant colonel was the ranking officer in the barracks in- 
stallation* file soldiers wore grey-blue uniforms, a blue field cap with 
the Polish eagle or a service cap* Ten to 15 T-3U tanks with a long gun 
barrel without muzzle brake, were repeatedly seen*, The soldiers had sub- 
machine guns* Units of about 10 tanks were training in the area erst of 
Birlcental, about 5 l&i northwest of the town, north of the Cppeln-Brieg road 0 

2 * The barracks installation on the southwestern edge of halbendorf, which had 
been occupied by Soviet troops up to the end of 19 $0, was occupied by a 
Polish tank unit in April 1952,, Hie installation consisted of two parts with 
separate entrances,., A signboard with the -inscription wojsko Polskie v;as 
over the southern entrance and another signboard with the inscription Lutov/e 
Polskie was over Idle noi 1 thorn entrance® | | C to 12 tanks 

leaving the barracks installation* The installation did not appear to be 
occupied to capacity® Most of the tanks leaving the installation for the 
drill grounds near Birkental were T-3U tanks, | | other 25X1 

tanks of about the sane size with bogie wheels and track-supporting rollers 
which were equipped with a shorter gun that did not project much beyond the 
bow, with a larger caliber without muzzle brake and mounted in a revolving 
turret® Trucks were seen in the barracks installation,, 

3a The barracks installation south of Stefanshoeh, formerly designated Hoefer 
bar rack s^hich also had quartered Soviet troops prior to the fail of 1950* 
was occupied to capacity by a Polish tank unit and a Polish AAA unit in April 
1952* The installation consisted of 5 four-story buildings, each 50 meters 
long| a two-story canteen building! a four-story building, about 100 meters 
long® One building in the northern part was still demolished* The installa- 
tion was occupied in its southern part only® The following buildings were in 
uses a two-story officers* quarters! a shed for motorcycles! a large gun shed} 
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two shodo for tanks; a tank workshop; an ordnance shop; and two 
other sheds D ihe main entrance was at the northeastern corner of the 
Installation* while another gate for vehicles was on the southern side* 
Source* who worked in the installation for 6 months , stated that the 
unit was equipped with 30 tanks of the sane types the unit in the 
barracks installation on the southwestern edge of Tlalbendorf* ihe AAA 
unit, flaci o ^ns of 50-nm to 70-nm caliber* without muzzle brake, mounted 
on a plat, ona-aaaped gun carriage with four wheels which were elevated 
wnen the gun was in fir in- position. ihe gun shield consisted of a frontal 
part ^ and tv/o side parts which were inclined backward* The guns were hauled 
Uj six-wheel /olotov trucks 0 The light weapons seen included carbines, 
hx i wooden stocks and drum magazines, submachine guns 

oi metal with icryard bent clip magazine arid light machine runs ivith attached 
drrun magazine^ dine c early 1952, the number of trucks was gradually in- 
creased by i ac uory-new . olotov trucks * A number cf motorcycles were garaged 
in a sacdo xhis unit, too, trained in the area west- of iiirkentalo Close- 
order-drill, instruction on tanks and guns as well as athletics were per- 
fonaoo in the barracks installation* The morale of t e trooos was dos- 
crxoed as bad because there were insufficient rations, physical' hardships, 
permanent political instruction, and uncertainty on the length of service 
tames Soldiers were still serving with the unit in April 1932 even though 
thoir period of service had expired in the. fall of Ip5l 0 

dr lor to April 1932, the old barracks installation on the eastern edge of 
Oppeln, also referred to as the ked barracks lx: cause of its a -pearance* 
was occupied by soldiers wearing the uniform of the Polish tank trooos! 

^rior to the enc of 1930, tills barracks installation had been occupied by 
soldiers who were then departed by railroad from the Oppeln i*ast 
rotation* ihe oarracks installation which was bordered on the north by 
ul* Oziiaska, formerly -alapaner g trass©, and an the west by ul. Plebis- 
cytowa, consisted of large brick buildings around a courtyard. Serous 
trucks out no wanks or other arms were seen in the installation. 1 

The Polish recruiting district headquarters for town and district of Oooeln 
was on the west side of Ludwig ntrasse, about 1.00 meters west of fee rail- 
roac station and 50 meters south of the railroad line to Brier, Chief of 
tne oxxicG was Captain Jan OlojnjLk* The draftees of the district had to 
report to an office in a building on the east side of Gartonstrassc in the 
northern factor of the town. In Parch. 1932, about .1*0 oles and Germans of 
uhe 1,29 through 1931 classes were inducted from a locality near fboeln 
_yy the Cppoln recruitin'; office. / “ 
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6 „ frier to April 1952, the district headquarters of the i’olish UB was 
in the eastern sector of the town on the south side of 'oltke Uraose 
ant! diagonally opposite tlie Peter-Paul’s Church c 

To Prior to April 1952, the district office of the Polish Militia was north- 
west of the main railroad station at the intersection of til. Stalina, 
fornerly tlindonburg Gtrasso, west side, and I’iastehdaon, north side. Hie 
hospital of the '0 was in the same block. 


o» 


9» 


After early 1951, the only Soviet unit still stationed in Cppeln was a 
signal unit of about 30 nen who were quartered in the former officer’s 8 
ness of tho old barracks installation on the eastern edge of the town. 
The building into which many telephone lines lead was located on the 
north si de of ul. Ossinska opposite the barracks installation. \ 

I | unit on sage d in patrolling the lines. In the spring o l 1932, — 

+.lie bppeln-Jross Ctrehlits (P 5l/T 00) telephone- line was repaired. Ho 
other Covifit offices were known in tho town* 
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Prior to April 1952, the former German ration supply office northwest of 
the cemetery west of ..lalbendorf was utilised by the Polish Amy. The 
western section of this installation was. gutted, The eastern section from 
nort 
bal< 

tall store-houses for grain,, food and household equipment . The installs- 
tion had a spur track and was guarded by Polish tank troops from the former 
tachrichten Kaseme 


was. ^UUWU; ihb OU-Tll OOVJbJLUiA X 1 Qjli 

loi'tn to south contained s a bakery ’which had teen equipped with throe new 
Dakar's ovens in the spring «.f 1952 j a concrete grain silo? sort three 
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Prior to April 1952, the military construction firm -ojakowe IrzedsieMorstwo 
Budcwlane (-TB) was situated on the north side of ul. Gzimska and west, "of 
tho former officers 1 moss in Cppeln. The personnel of the firm totaled about 
h° prior to early 1952, when it was reduced, T’ie 'main administration of 
tho ,"PB, which was charged with all construction and iainter.ar.ee work on 
military installations in cppeln, was in ..aroaw, ”.;ienoas the main office 
for Lover bilcsia which supervise; the branches in Guben (0 5'2,/A 79) 3a;;ar; 

(° 52/3 26), Franlfurt/Cder (0 p/v 63 ), creolau (J» 52/C 51), Liegnitz 
(0 32/G o2) and CpoGln was at !« ■ ul„ dadov?a in ■. jrcfO.au.., h correspond in$ 
office for ‘Jpper bile sin was in Gleiv/itz (k 5l/y 37 } r 


On 10 -nrjuyt 1952^ 


nnimTOf ivn-t-f- ne-h-i '-wd 
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■ 'fln ie on t 0 uicopt for true barracks installation in the id or suburb^ 
T-vnicn was occupied by soviet troops' until late 19 the occupation .of all 
barracks^ installations in Cppeln is reported., -ltaoujh it is impossible 
_to — been tif y tile repartee units 5 it is t*. ••lie ved, on basis of the statements 
Juiat they aie t.o bulk ol a tank division c perhaps a -.lechanised 
f.or 


u iva si on , The cc cu pa t ion 
is uneoternined,, 


the departure of 


soviet Tank 14 v 


| | 

Comnont^ 


Mentis of 


1 ’u r ther irdloruation 

class vere inductee 


;vac vihetijur larpe continyonts of the 1933 class 
a-; the fall of X9p2 or whether only the bulu ol 
inducted in the. fall of 1952* 


is required to cetciTiine whether lar^e 
early as the spring of 1952 
■ are tn be inducted as early 


4- > 


he 1932 class will bo 
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